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HAPPY

NEW
YEAR

The year 2007 was another year of great change and
new developments in our industry, both worldwide and
closer to home here in Japan. In mid-November
Amazon in the U.S. released its new e-book reader,
Kindle, and introduced a service whereby people who
have this device can by-pass the “normal” purchasing
route for e-books and connect directly to Amazon from
this machine and download any of nearly 90,000 books
already available at Amazon. While this service is
limited to North America for the time being, I can’ t
imagine that it will be too long before we see it in other
parts of the world, including Japan.

At the same time, it was just announced that five of the
top-ten best-selling novels in Japan were not printed
books at all ? instead, they were “books” that could be
purchased, downloaded, and read on cell phones. As
importers of printed publications and vendors of
electronic databases and e-books I wonder how we are
prepared or at least preparing to participate in these
advances in technology.

An emerging trend in education is what is called
“blended learning” whereby there are books and
websites which work in tandem to provide educational
materials to students. As these are all components of a
unified educational vision it would be difficult if not
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impossible to use effectively one part without the other.
Publishers are beginning to refer to themselves as
“content providers” rather than book publishers. We
are now in an age when content delivery is no longer
limited to the books, journals, newspapers and
periodicals printed abroad and imported into Japan for
sale in traditional bookshops.

Thus, I think it important that we as the leaders of the
foreign publications importing industry begin to (or
continue to) seek ways in which we can transform our
businesses to meet the needs and challenges of the
rapidly changing world of information delivery. While it
is crucial to continue to offer the best possible service to
our end-user customers by importing the print products
that they require it is also important for us to begin to
view our businesses as “blended businesses” in which
we seek opportunities beyond the time-tested methods
we have employed all these many years. May 2008 be a
year in which we all strengthen our companies and the
relationships among them and look for ways to
cooperate and innovate so that we remain an effective
presence in the shaping of Japanese society in the 21st
century.

My very best wishes to all for a prosperous New Year.
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Taipei International Book Exhibition | 2/13~2/18 | Taipei www.tibe.org.tw
info@tibe.org.tw

Leipzig Book Fair 3/13~3/16 | Leipzig www .leipziger-buchmesse.de
info@leipziger-buchmesse.de

Salon du Livre Paris 3/14~3/19 | Paris www.salondulivreparis.com
livre@reedexpo.fr

Bologna Children's Book Fair 3/31~4/3 | Bologna www.bookfair.bolognafiere.it
dir.com@bolognafiere.it

Milia 4/7~4/11 | Cannes www.milia.com
info@milia.com

London International Book Fair 4/14~4/16 | London www.londonbookfair.co.uk
LBFTeam@reedexpo.co.uk

BookWorld Prague 4/24~4/27 | Prague www.bookworld.cz
info@svetknihy.cz

Seoul International Book Fair 5/13~5/18 | Seoul www.sibf.or,kr
danapark@kpa21.or.kr

Warsaw International Book Fair 5/15~5/18 | Warsaw www.arspolona.com.pl
mtk@arspolona.com.pl

BookExpo America 5/29~6/1 | Los Angeles | www.bookexpoamerica.com
inquiry@bookexpo.america.com

Special Libraries Assn. 6/15~6/18 | Seattle www.sla.org

Annual Conference sla@sla.org
American Libraries Assn. 6/26~7/2 | Anaheim www.ala.org
Annual Conference ala@ala.org

Tokyo International Book Fair 7/10~7/13 | Tokyo www.bookfair.jp
tibf@reedexpo.co.jp

Hong Kong Book Fair 7/23~17/29 | Hong Kong hkbookfair.tdctrade.com
exhibitions@tdc.org.hk

Beijing International Book Fair 9/3~9/7 | Beijing www.bibf.net
bibfmo@bibf.net

Moscow International Book Fair 9/3~9/8 | Moscow www.mibf.ru
mibf@mibf.ru

Frankfurt Book Fair 10/15~10/19| Frankfurt www.frankfurt.book-fair.com
info@book-fair.com

CIROBE 10/24~10/26 | Chicago www.cirobe.com
info@cirobe.com

Salon du Livre Montreal 11/19~11/24 | Montreal www.salondulivredemontreal.com

slm.info@videotron.ca
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% LONDON BOOK FAIR
BRMERSHEA - 20084 48 1480 ~ 168 BEMEH - oY Ky (EE)
RITKE:¥165,000~ <4/13H% 3A5H ETILNRE4—2>
<BAMZE - 2HZEHE A I4—bAY /T4 UTELTER>

Y LE SALON DU LIVRE (PARIS BOOK FAIR)
BRfERSHA - 20085 38 148B ~ 19H R - /%) (D52 R)
WRITKE :¥155, 000~ <3/13H%F 3A5HA ETIL/R4—2>
<BAMZE - 2HZEZHAH KRTIL FvRXRT1UA—TEA>

% BOLOGNA CHILDREN’S BOOK FAIR

BEfERFEA . 20084 3 H31H ~ 48 3H B . ARO—=% (/121 7F)

RITKE :¥199,000~ <3/30H% 4H6H ETILIRE—2>

<BAMZE - 2HZEEFMA 75— T 5 Y4 LIHEHE>

HKEDmAO—=+ : BAXNILA—=ILb2RTIL/ZDT— KTV
HEDFATI UM ENES,

% BOOK EXPO AMERICA
BMEESHI - 20084 58 29H ~ 68 1H B oY U HLR CRE)
MEWT S UREF (FE - SREDYRZHF)

* FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR
BRfERSFER 20084 108 158 ~ 19 R FAfER: IS5 9 TJILEk (FA4Y)
PRI VLEGS (FE - BRIED Y Z24h)
MAA—aAVFRUBIERTIL, NHIS U DL T a4, L—R2UE Y
(Avt) BERRATERBMEDRTILEZHEERLTEBYES,

AU TR TRRAATORTFREBETOTEVET.,
LONDON BOOK FAIR (A K¥) FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR (73297l 1)
PARIS BOOK FAIR (/%1)) HONG KONG BOOK FAIR (&%)
BOLOGNA CHILDRENS BOOK FAIR (#a—==+) BEIJING BOOK FAIR (&%)
BOOK EXPO AMERICA (kEI&#H ) TAIPEI BOOK FAIR (&it)
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TEL.03-3402-9955 / FAX.03-3402-9698 B : B

URL :www. jw—trvl.co. jp / E-mail:tet@jw-trvl.co. jp
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