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"Shiba Ryotard is Japan's best-loved author, and Clouds above the Hill is his most popular and influential
work. In it he celebrates the transformative spirit of Meiji Japan and examines Japan's unexpected victory in
the Russo-Japanese War, providing a thoughtful and thought-provoking perspective on those dramatic times
and the people at their center. This distinguished translation of a modern classic is a landmark event”

- Donald Keene, University Professor Emeritus, Columbia University

Clouds above the Hill
A Historical Novel of the Russo-Japanese War

Volume 1 & Volume 2

By Shiba Ryo6tard
Edited by Phyllis Birnbaum
Translated by Juliet Winters Carpenter, Andrew Cobbing and Paul McCarthy

Volume 1 December 2012 416 pages
Hardback 978-0-415-50876-6 £49.95

Volume 2 December 2012 440 pages
Hardback 978-0-415-50884-1 £49.95

Clouds above the Hill is one of the best-selling novels ever in Japan, and is now
translated into English for the first time. An epic portrait of Japan in crisis, it
combines graphic military history and highly readable fiction to depict an aspiring
nation modernizing at breakneck speed. Best-selling author Shiba Ryotaro devoted
an entire decade of his life to this extraordinary blockbuster, which features Japan's
emerging onto the world stage by the early years of the twentieth century.

Volume I describes the growth of Japan’s fledgling Meiji state, a major "character"
in the novel. We are also introduced to our three heroes, born into obscurity,
the brothers Akiyama Yoshifuru and Akiyama Saneyuki, who will go on to play
important roles in the Japanese Army and Navy, and the poet Masaoka Shiki, who
will spend much of his short life trying to establish the haiku as a respected poetic
form.

In Volume II, Meiji Japan is on a collision course with Russia, as Russian troops
stationed in Manchuria ignore repeated calls to withdraw. Admiral Togo leads a
blockade and subsequent skirmish at the strategically vital and heavily fortified
Port Arthur, whilst Yoshifuru’s cavalry in Manchuria maneuvers for position as it
approaches the Russian Army lines. The two armies clash at the battle of Liaoyang,
where Japan seals a victory which shocks the world.

HETHTTE
Volume 3 November 2013 Hardback 978-0-415-50887-2 £49.95
Volume 4 November 2013 Hardback 978-0-415-50889-6 £49.95
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