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Good evening. . . and a very happy new year to each
of you.

I was home in West Virginia for 10 days over the
Christmas and New Year holidays. While I was there
it was quite cold . .. the high temperatures for the
first few days were minus 10 degrees, minus 13
degrees and so forth. Unfortunately, these low
temperatures were not accompanied by snow. I love
snow and I guess my neighbors here in Tokyo know
that I love snow. Apparently, while I was away in
the US it snowed two times here in Tokyo and
although it was mostly gone by the time I returned,
still, my neighbors had lovingly made a big pile of
snow in front of my door when they cleaned their
steps and walks. By the time I found it, it had turned
to a solid block of ice!

The year 2004 was a
mixed year, with a number
of good things and bad
things, both personally and
professionally. I" m happy
that it" s over and I" m
looking forward to a much
better 2005. This is the
year that I hope we as the

foreign publications importers in Japan will regain the
initiative and reassert our leadership role in the
industry.

Before I end my little speech, I would like to
introduce to you some guests here tonight. (Please
show who you are by raising your hand when I say
your name.) First, we have two people here from
Toppan Travel Service: Mr. Yokomizo and Mr. Sano.
From Usagi Shuppan we have Ms. Ashida. From
MK International we have Ms. Kitamura and Ms.
Oba, and from Sun Media we have Mr. Matsushita
and Ms. Mabuchi. Let’

tonight.

s welcome them here

Finally, I have a box here in my hand that I will later
place on the piano. This is for donations in the name
of JAIP to the relief efforts for the victims of the
tsunami in SE Asia. Please be generous.

As always, please enjoy the food, the drink . .. and
most of all the conversations with friends and
colleagues. Thank you.
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