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1 Legends of Tono by KunioYanagita

2 Kokoro by Natsume Soseki

3 Rashomon and Seventeen Other Stories by Ryunosuke
Akutagawa

4 The Tale of Genji by Murasaki Shikibu

5 Kyoto: A Cultural and Literary History by John
Dougill

6 Shogun by James Clavell & The Shogun’s Queen by
Lesley Downer

7 Embracing Defeat by John Dower

8 A Tokyo Romance by Ian Buruma

9 Dogs and Demons: The Fall of Modern Japan by Alex
Kerr

10 Strange Weather in Tokyo by Hiromi Kawakami
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The Tale of Genji: A Visual Companion

McCormick, Melissa

(Princeton U.P.)

2018:11 288 p. 224 color illus. Hardback 9780691172682 kit ¥5,940
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Written in the eleventh century by the Japanese noblewoman Murasaki Shikibu, The Tale of Genji |

is a masterpiece of prose and poetry that is widely considered the world’s first novel. Melissa
McCormick provides a unique companion to Murasaki’s tale that combines discussions of all fifty-four
of its chapters with paintings and calligraphy from the Genji Album (1510) in the Harvard Art Museums, the oldest dated set of Genji
illustrations known to exist.

In this book, the album’s colorful painting and calligraphy leaves are fully reproduced for the first time, followed by McCormick’s
insightful essays that analyze the Genji story and the album’s unique combinations of word and image. This stunning compendium
also includes English translations and Japanese transcriptions of the album’s calligraphy, enabling a holistic experience of the work
for readers today. In an introduction to the volume, McCormick tells the fascinating stories of the individuals who created the Geniji
Album in the sixteenth century, from the famous court painter who executed the paintings and the aristocrats who brushed the
calligraphy to the work’s warrior patrons and the poet-scholars who acted as their intermediaries.

Beautifully illustrated, this book serves as an invaluable guide for readers interested in The Tale of Genji, Japanese literature, and the

captivating visual world of Japan’s most celebrated work of fiction.

TRECHEE © il 7obigi

The Tale of Genji: A Japanese Classic llluminated

Carpenter, John & Mccormick, Melissa

(Metropolitan Museum of Art)

2019:03 368 p. 304 color illus. Hardback 9781588396655 US$65.00
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With its vivid descriptions of imperial society, gardens, and architecture in early 11th-century Japan,

The Tale of Genji—recognized as the world’s first psychological novel—has captivated audiences
around the globe and inspired artistic traditions for 1,000 years. This handsomely designed and illustrated book explores the
outstanding art associated with Genji through in-depth essays and discussions of nearly 120 works.

TheTale of Genji has influenced all forms of Japanese artistic expression, from intimately scaled albums and fans to boldly designed
hanging scrolls and screen paintings by the most esteemed artists and calligraphers of every school and era. Scenes from the tale
adorn decorative objects used in everyday life, including robes, lacquer boxes, containers for grooming tools and writing implements,
incense burners, and even palanquins for transporting young brides to their new homes. The authors, both art historians and Genji
scholars, discuss the tale’s transmission and reception over the centuries; illuminate its place within the history of Japanese literature
and calligraphy; highlight its key episodes and characters; and explore its wide-ranging influence on Japanese culture, design, and
aesthetics into the modern era.
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