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Books from Britain in Japan

by Zéw'j{

Librarian of the British Council, Japan

In the Bible, in the Ecclesiastes, we read:
“Of making many books there is no end; and much study is a

weariness of the flesh.”

To the bookseller as well as to the Librarian it certainly loocks as if there is no end to the making - or
printing — of books. The number of different titles published each year rises steadily and with it the
demand for more specific information on more obtuse and difficult subjects. Often the bookseller finds
he is called upon to be, at first, an cxpert in computer science when recommending and evaluating books
on that subject for a prospective customer and next an expert on tennis or baseball in assisting an
enquirer about sports books. Then he is confronted with a surgeon for assistance in tracking down the
latest book on heart transplant operations: next a schoolboy for an up to date atlas of the world. And
so it goes on. “Of making many books there is no end” and of the search for information there is no
end. Also, the bookseller might add, of the trying to sell these many books there seems no end, for
larger numbers of different titles imposes the added problem of selling. Stock titles as well as new titles
must be sold as more and more books roll off the printing press. Always it is the new book that has the
appeal to the buyer whereas many know that very often the new book is not always as useful as an
earlier book on the same subject.

These problems are the same in Britain as in Japan but for the British publisher the problem of
selling abroad is much more demanding then to his Japanese counterpart. A half of all books printed in
Britain - and in 1970 there were over 32,000 different titles published - are sold abroad as exports. Of
the books sold in Britain the majority of hard-cover sales are made to libraries - to the public,
university and special libraries of Britain. But be it Britain or Japan the basic problems remain the
same.

No one knows all these problems better than a librarian, the man who has concerned himself with
books for the greater part of his life. Many people talk of the book as a “storehouse, or treasure-house,
of knowledge” and speak in glowing terms of the exchange of ideas that books permit. One person
knows and writes; one person wants to learn so reads. The idealist talks of the exchange of cultural
ideas and national heritages in the form of books and in the shape of printed words on paper. Broadened
horizons, lowering cultural barriers, exchange of ideas are all slogans used in the effort to sell books one
to the other.

We in the British Council try to help in this effort by making known to anyone in Japan the full
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range and scope of book from Britain. We do this in two major ways; through the Library services and
through the British Book Display Centre in Tokyo.

The British Council Libraries are situated in Tokyo and Kyoto. The Tokyo Library ison the eighth
floor of the Iwanami Building at Jimbo-cho. It comprises: —

A LENDING LIBRARY with a stock of 30,000 volumes, covering most fields of knowledge, and speciali-
sing in English Literature, the Humanities and the Arts.

A REFERENCE SECTION, including current Government publications, maintained to provide answers to
questions about all aspects of British life.

A PHOTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION, covering most aspects of British life, institutions, technology and
customs, from which photographs may be borrowed and in most cases reproduced for publication.

A READING ROOM which pisplays 150 current British periodicals, journals and newspapers. Back
numbers are retained any may be borrowed for home reading or research. The Reading Room also
provides comfortable accommodation for work, study and leisure reading.

The British Book Display Centre is in the room next to the Library in the Iwanami Building and
provides a special information service for all those who wish to buy British Bocks, whether as private
individuals or as officials with the responsibility of ordering books from Britain on behalf of Government
agencies, Public Libraries, University Libraries, Education authorities and research institutes.

The Centre displays about 4,000 new books at a time. These are the latest book published in
Britain, selected by their Publishers as most likely to interest Japanese readers and students. The stock
changes frequently, and is augmented by exhibitions of selected books of interest to specialists in a
particular subject.

The books displayed in the Centre form a comprehensive and representative collection of the best
works in most fields of knowledge produced in Britain each year. The emphasis is on works of academic
and educational interest, but the display includes serious fiction, biography, and high quality popular
books. The stock is constantly renewed by fresh supplies imported directly from Britain.

The books are not for sale or loan. The purpose is to enable those who want to buy British Books
to handle, study, compare and evaluate the latest publications so that they can order what they need
from their own suppliers.

As a further service to books buyers, the Display Centre provides full bibliographical information by

means of

The British National Bibliography

British Books in Print

The Bookseller

British Book News

Select Booklists published dy the Book Development Council
All Btitish Publishers catalogues

Catalogues and booklists issued by publishers and wholesalers

in Japan

I hardly need to add that all enquiries are most welcome.
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ADDISON-WESLEY PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC.

International Division

mEfE K K E L

HETREREEIT—TH2ZO 2 AR 101
Tel. 292-3751 py# 283

ABCIE

- BOOKS FOR ASIA (JAPAN) LIMITED

Associated Book Publishers Ltd./Sir Isaac Pitman
& Sons Ltd./Constable & Co., Ltd./Ernest Benn
Ltd./Hutchinson Publishing Group/British
Printing Corp. Ltd./A & C Black Ltd./Harcourt,
Brace & World, Inc./Hutchinson Mifflin Co.

AARZE T R

%R%ﬁ?fbmtmaﬂ?ﬁﬂ%iﬂ TH2
HHErvz—a &l01

Tel. 263-6804/5

BRITISH BOOKS LIMITED

Longman Group Ltd./Penguin Books Ltd./
Oliver & Boyd/J. & A. Churchill/E. & S.
Livingstone

rh

HAafkzE W H £ B
g%?ﬁmtﬁmﬁﬁm_Taz

vz —L 01
Tel. 265-7627

CBS/EDUCATION & PUBLISHING GROUP
Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Inc./W. B. Saunders
Co./Creative Playthmgs/Balley Film Associated
(DOD & international schools only)/Anthony
Blond Ltd.
BEERA T4 )7L AT =TV
WHHBXERMG=TH 3 D32 &106

Tel. 473-0944
TEIYI L Y F = K0T -
RPN ST —T H890 187
Tel. 0423-81-5748

COLLIER-MACMILLAN INTERNATIONAL

BHRAR A M o R

HEH WX AOHEE270 1 01015 &120
Tel. 881-8004

EASTERN BOOK SERVICE, INC.

G. Allen & Unwin Ltd./The Butterworth Group/
N. V. Associated Scientific Publishers/Mouton &
Co.N.V./A. W. Sijthoff. /Plenum Publishing Corp./
Random House, Inc./Georg Thieme Verlag
AE-RE ey ¥ s947my
HEHMAERABAT 529013 H113

Tel. 813-4577/8

FEFFER & SIMONS, INC.

Feffer & Simon Group Publishers’ Export
Representative

HARE 4 B HfS

FRBTREXAEREr —-TH 201
HEAer 101

Tel. 293-7904

HARPER & ROW, PUBLISHERS

Harper & Row, Publishers (Basic Books, Inc./
W. A. Benjamin, Inc./Canfield Press/Schenkman
Publishing Co.)

BARE Jb A M F

ERHTREXMEMRIT—THE2 $101
Tel. 291-6343/4

LITTON EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING INTERNATIONAL

Van Nostrand Reinhold Co./American Book Co./
McCormick-Mathers/Delmar Publishers

AAfE &2 B & =
ERHTRERHERNIET=THI0D2

Brier &101
Tel. 291-0442

McGRAW-HILL INTERNATIONAL, INC. Tokyo Office

¥ Rk MW oHE A

FEEBMPREKPEMT 4O L $104
Tel. 542-6918/9
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MACMILAN & CO., LTD./MACMILLAN JAPAN OFFICE , OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS K. K.
: Oxford University Press/Faber & Faber Ltd./

‘ Routledge & Kegan Paul, Ltd./Oxford University

. . = I Press Inc./Hong Kong University Press

RAfE I Ar 2 A | -

‘ % BN B E I

W TRAREMHE—TA306 Wil 1 101 N . L

H *FF Tel. 292-8792 | FEBLFERKREZTHI O3 #EMEr 112
: ‘ Tel. 942-0101/3

PRENTICE-HALL OF JAPAN, INC.  SCOTT, FORESMAN AND COMPANY
Prentice-Hall, Inc./Charles E. Merrill Books, Inc./

Wadsworth Publishing Co., Inc./Robert J. Brady |
Co./Warren Schloat Productions, Inc.

BEDZER K WH M B

HA-mEfE () 8 & 4 %k

R iR e T A =%K-10 183
W TRHEEKLRBIATHZ $102 ;
Tel. 261-4889 - 1861 | Tel. (0423)63-6025

SIMON & SCHUSTER, INC., TOKYO OFFICE SOUTH-WESTERN PUBLISHING GO.
Specialists in
Business and Economic Education

AAk-@mERE /N B W 5 e
B - mlfsE (| B M g E
HOBISPCACR RIS U osee SHECHBA TR T A= HK 10 183

’ Tel. (0423)63-6025

SPRINGER-VERLAG ‘ HENRY M. SNYDER & CO., INC.

Berlin, Heidelberg. New York, Wien Abelard-Schuman, Ltd./ACB Books, Inc./
Miinchn, London, Paris, Tokyo Acropolis Books and other Snyder Group
AAf®E X N # T BAMRE ~YR .- 2vFVY
WAMBXEAR HIE7 - 7205 @105 BHAMTRERAISTH3 =103

Tel. 432-4567 Tel. 263-4252

ACADEMIC PRESS, INC./JOHNSON REPRINT
CORPORATION/WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. (U.S.A. & | JOHN WILEY & SONS, INC.
England) YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS,/D.C. HEATH & CO.

WA fRE FE W *
AANE vod b VHIRE

W TRERMEAHET—T H34 il 101

WHEEZ LXK, BT H21013 166 Tel. 294-8444

Tel. 313-5221(%)
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Agent List 20 AFVCE 3o
7> v 7 ® 981-5261
Kraus Reprint, Liechtenstein

Ecole Normale Supérieﬁre. Annales Scientifiques
Ser. III: Vols. 37-82. Paris, 1920-1965

Clothbound set ¥607,200
Paperbound set 526,240
Paperbound per vol. 11,440

Journal de Mathématiques Pures et Appliquées
Ser. IX: Vols. 1-42, Paris, 1922-1963
Clothbound set
Paperbound set 480,480
Paperbound per vol. 11,440
Vol. 5. No. 4. #5532 s A7) v RZTHNF LT
BDTAFTIER T LAE L LV E 4.
EFRRUVERESLEE
WOBDEFEBEBHNNZENE LD TEEFOLBOFT
Ex BEACELE T,
HAFEER AR s (B0
B HEHHERERARL-170
@ (03) 208-0181 (¥ & 160
R IR A0l TRER
F EREI R AAL-7-10
@ (03) 944-3131 (k{8
FEEIEME (03) 828-9147, 9149

E R X
WO Y THEE TFTEMCET,
List of Sole Agents. 1971 ed. 751

Litton Educational Publishing International,
Tokyo Office
iﬂEBME¢MW3JW2
(uJA a3 Béb
Tel 291 0442
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