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JAPAN IN RETROSPECT
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How that my vist to Japan is some distance away in time I think I am better able to sum up

my main impressions of the Japanese Book Import trade.

During my eleven days I met and talked with 27 import booksellers or their representatives in
Tokyo, Osaka and Kyoto. The great majority, whether large or small, appeared to be prosperous,
with expanding business and a sharp eye for new developments and opportunities. A number

had recently opened new branches.

The people I met, whether owner president or executives working for larger organisations, all

appeared to get great pleasure from their work, were keen and lively people intensely interested

in their profession.

Specialisation seemed to be the general rule and most booksellers concentrated on meeting the
demand for publications, books and journals, covering particular subjects, i. e. seience, technology.
philosophy, economics, history, law, linguistics, medicine and so on. The minority of general
suppliers, although prosperous, did not appear to be doing as well as their specialist colleagues.

I think this is to be expected.

I was impressed by the number of relatively small organisations that had engaged in publishing
either of reprints or of Japanese editions of foreign books of particular interest to them. This

would rarely happen in England.

Presuming the combination of the impressive expansion of Japanese industry, with its beneficient
effects on the whole economy and the consequent social programmes, particularly educational,
this prosperity makes possible, I see no reason why those engaged in book importing should not

continue to expand and prosper.

May I conclude by saying how much I enjoyed meeting everyone and thanking all for their

outstanding kindness. T hope that all will enjoy good health and happinese as well as commercial
success.
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