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' R. D. Cornish
Librarian of the British Council
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Since I shall shortly be leaving Japan I can now look back over the past four years of my stay in
this country and try to formulate some thoughts of those years. They begun with my first meeting
with my professional colleagues from the world of librarianship which took place on my third day in
Japan. At that party I was particularly struck with their pleasantness, politeness, friendliness and
humour and was most impressed when I was offered the use of one of their cars for as long as I was
without my own. I remember going home thinking that I was obviously going to have an enjoyable stay
in Japan. And, of course, I have.

As many of you know I came out as Librarian of the British Council to supervise the move to new
premises, to attempt a change of Library techniques and service and to broaden the work of the British
Council to include all aspects of book work - library science, bock promotion and bibliographical informa-
tion. I also included other areas in the Far East in my work and tried to formulate a uniform service
in the region. How far I have been successful is not for me to judge.

I have become particularly interested in the promotion of book use and this is as it should be, espe-
cially when one bears in mind that this is International Book Year as designated by UNESCO and the
general slogan for 1972 is “BOOKS FOR ALL”. The Charter of the Book, which has been adopted by all
International Organisations concerned with book work and by all governments who are members of the
UN, has as its 10 Articles: —

1. Everyone has the right to read
2. Books are essential to education

w

Society has a special obligation to establish the conditions in which authors can exercise their
creative role

A sound publishing industry is essential to national development

Book manufacturing facilities are necessary to the development of publishing

Booksellers provide a fundamental service as a link between publishers and the reading public

No oA

Libraries are national resources for the transfer of information and knowledge, for the enjoy-
ment of wisdom and beauty
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8. Documentation serves books by preserving and making available essential background material

9. The free flow of books between countries is an essential supplement to national supplies and
promotes international understanding

10. Books serve international understanding and peaceful co-operation

Whit these firmly in mind International Book Year is obviously going to be an immense success.
The achievements in recent years have been impressive but the problems of the developing nations, of
their Standards of Literacy, of multi-languages of their book industries, of the distribution and free flow
of books and raw materials for books, of copyright, of co-publishing and others are still formidable. The
work of the British Council in the book promotion field in these developing countries is of prime impor-
tance. By comparison my work in Japan, in an atmosphere of a developed, sophisticated and literate
community, is quite easy and relatively undemanding. Our only problem is to assist book importers,
book sellers and the book trade in general in a better understanding of British books and of the books
which are available for purchase. We attempt to offer this bibliographical service to any and every one
through our British Book Display Centre. This is most ably directed by Mrs. Toshiko Nishida who seems
to know all the 250,000 titles listed in the “British Books in Print.” There is no lack of books and no
lack of enthusiasm in promoting them. The problem remains of getting the right book to the right
person at the right time,

The publishing industries of Japan and Britain are quite similar. Both have a large number of
specialist publishers, both produce the same number of titles each year (about 32,000) but Japan’s
production figures of 520,000,000 copies is considerably more than the UK. When one considers, too,
that Britain exports 40% of all its books one begins to realize the importance of overseas selling and
the promotion of a knowledge of British books to book buyers in other countries.

In the regional picture Japan dominates the other countries in Asia. Out of 61,000 titles produced in
this area Japan published 32,000, just over half the production of the area’s 18 countries. It is estimated
by UNESCO that Europe’s production of titles per year is 247,000, the USA produces 80,000 and the
world total is 546,000. The key to all this is of course the varying standards of literacy. In Asia they
range from the 97.8% literacy rate for Japan, through 91% for Korea, 72% for Philippines 61 % for
Burma to 542 for Malaysia, 40% for Indonesia, 27% for India, 23% for Iran, 192, for Pakistan and 6%
for Afghanistan. The problem of selling any books in a country with only 6% literacy are, of course,
immense. But it is a fact that the rates of illiteracy are closely tied to poor distribution and lack of book
selling outlets. It all becomes a vicious circle of poor education, poor litercy, bad book distribution,
small demand, little reading, poor education, poor literacy, etc etc. Where one breaks in to this circle
is quite a problem. I think it is probably at the school and education level, but then as people leave
school and if they do not continue to read because of a lack of books due to bad book distribution they
do loose their reading skills. This is shown up in countries like Afghanistan where although literacy
rate at school age level are 10% at an early adult (i.e. over school age) level they are 5% and at an
older level only 3%.

Mr. Hoffman, when he retired from the UN, summed up the problem of book production and book
distribution when he said “To create a sound book industry you must first create a sound market.” He
rightly says the market comes first. A similar sentiment was expressed by Benjamin Disraeli, the UK
Premier in the late 19th Century, when he said, “Upon the education of the people of this country the
fate of this country depends.” And, of course, upon the education of the people the fate of the book
industry depends.

In the world of books and periodicals no matter what kind of book or journal a country needs, it
can be provided from only two possible sources — local production or by international aid or trade.
Ultimately, for all countries a certain degree of self-sufficiency through local production must be the
aim. That this target is as remote in many countries as is the provision of adequate food, clothing and
housing, can be seen from the fact that, in 1971, 32 countries, with less than one-third of the world’s
population, producted more than four-fifths of the world’s books.

Let me take this opportunity of thanking everyone I have met in the book world in Japan for their
friendliness, their support and assistance and their interest in our work. I have always felt that people
connected with books —be they teachers, authors, publishers, librarians or book-sellers —are pleasant
people. This is especially true in Japan.
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